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1. ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS REPRESENTATIVES OF USS 
ENGINEERS AND CONSULTANTS (UEC) HAVE MET WITH SNIM'S 
PARTNER KUWAIT FOREIGN TRADING CONTRACTING AND INVESTMENT 
CO. (KFTCIC) TO OFFER ASSISTANCE IN STRUCTURING THE 
MAURITANIAN STEEL MILL. UEC OFFERED TO PREPARE A PROPOSAL 
DESIGNED TO EVALUATE THE SIZE OF THE MILL, TECHNOLOGIES TO 

BE EMPLOYED, SOURCES OF RAW MATERIALS, FINISHED 
PRODUCTS, BY-PRODUCTS, AND MARKETS FOR FINISHED AND 
BY-PRODUCTS. THEY HAVE RECEIVED VIRTUALLY NO FEEDBACK ON 
THEIR OFFER FROM EITHER SNIM OR KFTCIC. 

2. SINCE THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY DR. AKA IN REFTEL B 
IS AT LEAST IN PART SIMILAR TO THE UEC PROPOSAL WE EXPECT 
SNIM BELIEVES THIS INFORMATION IS READILY AVAILABLE AT 
MINIMAL COST. UNFORTUNATELY IT IS NOT READILY AVAILABLE. 
FURTHERMORE IN ALL GOOD FAITH UEC IS UNWILLING TO PERFORM 
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CONSLUSIONS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND WOULD SERVE AS THE 
BASIS FOR CONSTRUCTING THE FACILITY. 

3. UEC INDICATES THEY ARE PREPARED TO MAKE A PROPOSAL TO 
SNIM TO MAKE A PRELIMINARY EVALUATION FOR STRUCTURING 

THE PROPOSED STEEL MILL. THIS ASSISTANCE WOULD COST 
APPROXIMATELY 25,000 DOLLARS. HOWEVER IT WOULD PROVIDE 
SNIM WITH A BASIS FOR CONSTRUCTING ITS FACILITY AND IS 
SOMETHING SNIM SHOULD BE PREPARED TO PAY FOR. (FYI. 

EMBASSY SHOULD NOTE THAT UEC'S OFFER IS FOR A PRELIMINARY 
STUDY NOT FOR A DETAILED FEASIBILITY STUDY.) 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WE RECOMMEND EMBASSY DISCUSS UEC'S 
OFFER WITH APPROPRIATE SNIM OFFICIALS. POST SHOULD 
EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS EVALUATION AS THE BASIS 
FOR CONSTRUCTING THE STEEL FACILITY. IF SNIM IS 
INTERESTED IN UEC'S PROPOSAL AND WOULD GIVE IT SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION WE WILL ENCOURAGE UEC TO RESPOND. UEC IS 
PREPARED TO SEND SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE TO MAURITANIA TO 
DISCUSS THEIR PROPOSAL IF EMBASSY RECEIVES POSITIVE 
RESPONSE. INGERSOLL 
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